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“Kabuki in Print” Exhibition 
March 25–May 16
UBC Asian Library, upper floor
UBC Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall, Vancouver

“Bandō Takesaburō as Narihira at Chiryū”  
from the series (Actor Parallels) 53 Stations of the Tōkaidō  
by Utagawa Kunisada (1786–1865), private collection 

In celebration of the Asian Library’s 50th anniversary and in 
anticipation of the performance of Kabuki Dance featuring guest 
artists from Japan at the Frederic Wood Theatre on April 10 & 11, The 
Canadian Society for Asian Arts presents an exhibition that examines 
the intimate relationship between the woodblock printing medium 
and the kabuki theatre. Depicting theatre scenes based on dramatic 
contemporary current and historical events as well as canonical 
literary sources, these images document the wide thematic range of 
Edo-period popular entertainment.

The exhibition draws from private print collections supplemented 
by art historical publications from the UBC Library collection. 
Highlights include several original Japanese woodblock prints from 
the 18th to 20th centuries by actor print specialists Utagawa Toyokuni 
(1769–1825), Utagawa Kuniyoshi (1797–1861), and Toyohara 
Kunichika (1835–1900). 

“Kabuki in Print” is curated by Maiko Behr and presented by the 
Canadian Society for Asian Arts in conjunction with UBC Asian 
Library. Open during Asian Library open hours M-Th 9-8, F 9-5, Sat. 
12-5, closed Sun. Free admission.  
 
This exhibition is part of the 2010 explorASIAN Festival organized 
by the Vancouver Asian Heritage Month Society.  

CSAA is grateful for the support of the UBC Asian Library, Willem 
and Rosalie Stronck, Colleen Lanki, and other lenders, whose 
generosity has made this exhibition possible.

Spirit of Place 
Projects 
Canadian Society for Asian Arts 
Vancouver 2010 Cultural Olympiad
Host a City Happening Programme 
and Partners
  
The Spirit of Place-Beijing, 
Vancouver and London Young 
Artists-Olympic Themes exhibition 
at the Chinese Cultural Centre 
of Greater Vancouver attracted 
thousands.  The Official Opening 
included CSAA President Jan 
Walls and 12 young performers.  In the Olympic spirit, Jan used his clappers to tell the story of the 
“race” of the Asian 
zodiac creatures 

to determine the order of the zodiac.  The young 
performers charmed the audience in the bright masks 
and genuine movements.
 
Dashan (the most famous foreigner in China, Mark 
Rosewell) arrived with his crew of cameramen from 
CCTV, China.  One of the 150 volunteers who helped 
with the project heard from her mother that this CSAA 
opening was broadcasted the day after the opening 
throughout China to over 20 million people. We were 
honoured by the visit of six Olympians, government 
officials and First Nations representatives.
 
The Bamboo Welcome Gates and the Beijing trikes 
(converted into mobile art studios) were a great 
success.  About two thousand “Olympic Wishes” 
have been attached to the Welcome Gates.  Over 150 Emily Carr University students made black and white line drawings of the art 
in the exhibition and will animate these images.  A selection of the “best” wishes will be read by young performers and used for the 
animation.  Film crews from many parts of Canada, US, and other parts of the world have documented the Welcome Gates and the 
exhibition.
                                       
The Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Classical Chinese Garden is pleased by the exhibition of Asian Zodiac creatures presented by the CSAA in the 
Hall of 100 Rivers. All in all, the Spirit of Place projects reached thousands and have created new partnerships for the CSAA. Thanks to 
more than 150 student volunteers and partners for the success of the projects.    
 - Sam Carter

Curator Sam Carter tying Olympic Wish on 
the Bamboo Cedar Welcome Gates

From left: Martha Sturdy, Dr. Ron Burnett, Co-Curator Sheila Hall

The Vanising Courtyards in Beijing -
Watercolour Paintings by Weizhi Zhang
& British Columbia Gateway Calligraphy 
Exhibition
May 1 - 30, 2010
Artist’s Talk: Sunday May 2nd, 3:00pm, Reception: 4-6pm
Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Classical Chinese Garden
578 Carrall Street, Vancouver, B.C.    
Curator: Yue Zhang 
Co-presenter: Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada

Beijing-based artist Weizhi Zhang captured various types of Beijing 
courtyard gates on his watercolour canvases. Beijing quadrangle 
courtyards are the most elaborate examples of Chinese vernacular 
dwelling. Their ethnological character and variations of style, along 
with their delicate but powerful decorative elements, are of significant 
historic value and cultural meaning. Since the late 1990s, these 
courtyards have been demolished to make way for modern high-rise 
buildings. The exhibition will also present illustrations and maps of 
the old City of Beijing.

This exhibition is part of the 2010 explorASIAN Festival organized 
by the Vancouver Asian Heritage Month Society. 

Weizhi Zhang, Forest, Flower and Fragrant Grass, watercolour, 2009 
Beijing Cao Chang San Tiao No. 13 (demolished)
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Asian Illuminations 2010
W hat is the ‘Chinese Motion’ in Chinese 
Motion Pictures?  - Lecture by Dr. Jerome 
Sibergeld
Saturday April 10 7:00pm
Museum of Anthropology, U.B.C.
Reception sponsored by CSAA: 8:30pm 
For details please visit http://moa.ubc.ca/events/


